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SUBJECT: REACTION TO DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT ON FATAH RESPONSIBILITY 

REF: TEL AVIV 3431 

1 . DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S INITIAL REFUSAL TO ATTRIBUTE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SATURDAY TERRORIST ATTACK TO PLO OR 
FATAH HAS HIT A SENSITIVE NERVE HERE. THE STATEMENT HAS 
BEEN PROMINENTLY PLAYED IN THE MEDIA (REFTEL) AND THE 
REACTION HAS BEEN VOCIFEROUSLY NEGATIVE; SPOKESMAN'S 
LATER STATEMENT WAS NOTED BUT WAS TOO LATE TO BE MUCH OF 
A REMEDY. 

2. HAARETZ MILITARY CORRESPONDENT (SCHIFF) TOLD US HE HAD 
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RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM US-BASED ISRAELI 
JOURNALISTS FOLLOWING MAY 13 PRESS BRIEFING. BOTH 
TERMED SPOKESMAN EITHER UNINFORMED OR INSENSITIVE OR 
BOTH; SCHIFF ADDED THAT ISRAELI JOURNALISTS HAVE FOR 
SOME TIME BEEN UNHAPPY WITH QUALITY OF STATE DEPART 
MENT PRESS BRIEFINGS. SCHIFF ALSO SAID THAT MEMBER OF 
PRIME MINISTER'S STAFF WITH WHOM HE SPOKE BELIEVED THAT 
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SPOKESMAN WAS NOT HIMSELF "PRO-PLO", BUT ONLY REPRE- 
SENTED THE ORGANIZATION FOR WHICH HE WORKED. 

3. TYPICAL OF PRESS PLAY HERE MARCH 14 IS SCATHING 
MAARIV EDITORIAL ENTITLED "STUPIDITY OR LIES" WHICH 
INTERPRETS STATEMENT AS PART OF CONTINUING US EFFORT 
TO DEPICT THE PLO AS A MODERATE ORGANIZATION DESPITE 
THE DISTORTION OF REALITY THIS ENTAILS. THE PRESS CON- 
NECTS THIS WITH PREVIOUS AMERICAN "MISSTATEMENTS" ON SAUDI 
NON-PARTICIPATION IN YOM KIPPUR WAR AND NON-INSTALLATION 
OF HAWK MISSLES AT TOBUK. 

4. COMMENT: THE STATEMENT HAS BEEN MOST DAMAGING HERE 
TO US CREDIBILITY. BEGIN S STRESS ON ISRAEL'S NEED FOR SELF- 
RELIANCE AND MINIMAL TRUST IN ASSURANCES AND COM- 
MITMENTS OF OUTSIDE PARTIES (US) WILL BE REINFORCED 

THE ISRAELI PUBLIC ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY READS STATE- 
MENT AS CYCINCAL ATTEMPT BY THE US TO DISTORT REALITY TO 
SUIT OUR POLITICAL ENDS. 
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